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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT   BY N ATALIE W ICKHAM , NCTM  

Dear WMMTA Members, 

Can you name the winner of 
the gold medal in the 
Womenõs 100-Meter Dash 
in the 1988 Olympics? What 
about the current world 
record holder in the Menõs 
Decathlon? A little rusty on 
your sports trivia? How 
about this one ð can you 
name the winner of the 1997 
Van Cliburn competition? 
Still drawing a blank? Weõll 
try one more ð can you 
name one teacher who im-
pacted your life and inspired 
you to greater personal 
heights? I can. Mrs. Carney. 
She was my 3rd grade teacher 
and I will never forget her. 
You could tell that she loved 
teaching because of all the 
extra little touches she put 
into decorating the class-
room, planning memorable 
events and coming up with 

creative incentives to moti-
vate us to do our best. But 
even more than that, you 
could tell she loved us, her 
students, because of the time 
she took to get to know us 
and develop personal rela-
tionships with us. 

Professionals come in all 
shapes and sizes ð profes-
sional athletes, professional 
musicians, professional busi-
nessmenéand professional 
teachers. Thatõs us! But what 
makes someone a profes-
sional teacher? Itõs not just 
credentials. Itõs not just be-
longing to a professional 
organization. Itõs not just 
attending teacher work-
shops. Itõs not just posting a 
studio website on the Inter-
net. I would submit to you 
that a professional teacher 
embodies the following 
three characteristics. A pro-
fessional teacheré 

1. éteaches students, 
not an instrument. I re-
member once hearing some-
thing to the effect of, òYou 
are not teaching piano, you 
are teaching children to play 
the piano.ó More than mere 
semantics, this phrase illumi-
nates a teacherõs perspective. 
What is the focus of my 
teaching? Am I intent on 
getting through a lesson plan 

and imparting information or 
do I see my students for who 
they are and the potential 
they have as individuals? 

2. élooks for creative 
ways to inspire students. 
There are so many resources, 
websites, teaching tools, 
workshops and more available 
today that teachers can easily 
tap into to meet the needs of 
their students. A professional 
teacher puts in the time and 
effort to identify each stu-
dentõs needs and develop an 
approach that fits that stu-
dent. What is the inspira-
tion  for my teaching? Am I 
just doing things the same 
way I always do them or am I 
trying new ideas and learning 
new things that I can pass on 
to my students? 

3. éholds students to a 
standard of excellence. I 
distinctly remember the year 
I attended Suzuki Book 1 
training in Chicago. My 
teacher trainer, Doris Kop-
pelman, placed a lot of em-
phasis on students being able 
to play very well. I wrestled 
with this versus my own em-
phasis on making sure that 
students enjoyed their lessons 
and had fun. I will never for-
get Ms. Koppelmanõs re-
sponse to my query regarding 
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how to balance these two emphases. She 
said, òWhen students are successful and play 
well, they will enjoy it.ó No one likes do-
ing something at which they are not 
successful. If I let my students get by 
with less than excellence, I am sabotag-
ing my own misguided efforts to ensure 
their enjoyment. What is the goal of 
my teaching? Am I letting students slide 
by with mediocre effort or am I setting 
clear expectations that will enable them 
to become accomplished musicians? 

Sports heroes and musical virtuosos 
come and go and their names are ar-
chived in the annals of history. But the 
investments we make in the lives of our 
students have the potential to reap divi-
dends for eternity. WMMTA is com-

mitted to equipping every member with 
ideas and resources to help all of us be-
come more professional teachers. I hope 
you will take advantage of the many 
wonderful activities we have planned 
and join me in embracing our theme for 
this year: Making a difference in the 
worldéone student at a time. 

~Natalie Wickham, NCTM 

 

WMMTA Board 2008-2009 

President ð Natalie Wickham 

1st Vice President/Programs ð Joanne 
Ehrlich 

2nd Vice President/Membership ð 
Christy Williams 

3rd Vice President/Publicity ð Carol 
Denning 

Secretary ð Karen Wagner 

Treasurer ð Laura Vollen 

Past President ð Wendy Stevens 

Continuing Education ð Sylvia Coats 

Music Progressions ð Julie Brown 

Newsletter ð Kara Alumbaugh 

World Music Festival ð Megan Decker 

Referrals ð Margaret Dietz 

Recitals ð Carole Pracht 

Historian ð Paige Cress 

Librarian ð Sally Buxton 

Board Meeting Schedule 

2008-2009 

 

Friday, October 17, 2008 

12:00-2:00 p.m. 

Senseney Music 

 

Friday, January 16, 2009 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Senseney Music 

 

Friday, April 24, 2009 

12:00-2:00 p.m. 

Senseney Music 

Music Progressions 2008 

 
Thank you to the 199 students and 24 

teachers who participated in this 
year's Music Progressions.  

Many teachers, volunteers and adjudi-
cators made it a wonderful success!   
Special recognition goes to those stu-

dents who completed Level 10:   
Helen Jin (Sally Buxton),  

Emily Keimig (Sally Buxton), 
Winnie Wang (Sylvia Coats),  

Kimberly Yager (Sylvia Coats), 
 Abby Lingg (Christy Williams).   

Congratulations to you all!  
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WMMTA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES ð JUNE 10, 2008  

The Wichita Metropolitan Music Teachers Association held its annual Recapitulation Meeting on Tuesday, June 10, 2008 at 
Prairie Pines Tree Farm.  After time for refreshments, conversation and sharing of successful studio ideas of the past year, the 
meeting was called to order at 8:25pm by President Natalie Wickham 

On behalf of the nominating committee, Wendy Stevens presented a proposed by-law change which would allow a treasurer to 
serve for three consecutive terms.  The motion was made by Natalie Wickham and seconded by Joanne Ehrlich.  There was 
some discussion about whether this would set a precedent and make it harder to find potential candidates in the future. The 
group agreed in general that more commitment is needed from the membership of WMMTA.  After discussion, the vote was 
cast and the proposal was accepted. 

Election of officers for 2008-09 followed.  Wendy Stevens presented the ballot: 

President: Natalie Wickham 

1st Vice President/Programs: Joanne Ehrlich (upon the resignation of Sarah Baxter) 

2nd Vice President/Membership: Christy Williams 

3rd Vice President/Publicity: Carol Denning 

Secretary: Karen Wagner 

Treasurer: Laura Vollen 

There were no nominations from the floor.  The slate was elected unanimously. 

Natalie announced that there has been a change in the requirements for teams for the upcoming Music Olympics.  Registration 
forms should be mailed to Sally Buxton. 

There will be a web design workshop on Friday, June 20, from 11:00-2:00.  The cost will be $20, payable to WMMTA. 

New board members will be notified about the times of board meetings. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm. 

Marlene Hallstrom, Secretary 

. 

CERTIFICATION  CORNER 

As we plan new music and activities for 
our students as they return to regular 
lessons this fall, plan enrichment activi-
ties for yourself as well. Attend a 
WMMTA meeting, travel to the state 
conference in Lindsborg, and begin fill-
ing out the application for MTNA Certi-
fication. Several of you have expressed 
interest in certifying during the past few 
years. I will be following up with you in 
the coming weeks to find out your 
needs to complete the certification 
process. Iõll help you navigate the maze 
of requirements, and get on the road to 
the fun partñdocumenting materials 
and strategies to develop a comprehen-

sive program for your studentsõ pro-
gress. Consider piano study for yourself 
to hone your skill. Please contact me so 
that we can begin the process. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Sylvia Coats  

Continuing Education  

sylvia.coats@wichita.edu  

788-5807 

Congratulations to WMMTAõs 
newest certified member, Laura 

Vollen, NCTM! 
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Twelve teachers and the 82 students who participated in our Music Olympics 
festival had a gold medal kind of day!! The spirit of the day was lively as the 
audience cheered the competitors, and the competitors cheered each other! 

One student proclaimed as she left that she thought she would be wasting five 
hours on a perfectly good Saturday, but, instead, she had a great time! 

Cheer!! Clap!! 

The aim of the festival was to show students how much we could enjoy work-
ing together toward excellence in our musical endeavors. With all that great 
work, we were able to present lots of gold, silver, and bronze medals. But 
even those who didnõt win medals enjoyed a wonderful time and the reward of 

experiencing a new and exciting way to learn. One group of students even 
raised their hands to say that they thought working on scales was fun, now! 

Our judges had a hard time selecting winners from so many creative and musical 
entries during our Ensemble Play-Offs, and even the youngest teams were able to 
triumph with their scales and rhythms and chords during our Team Competitions 

Cheer!! Clap!! 

A special and exciting component of our day was the performance of the composi-
tions by our commissioned composer, Wendy Stevens, and our young composition-
contest winners. Everyone enjoyed so very much the beautiful pieces created just 

for us, and the gold-medal-performances by the contest winners! 

Our congratulations to all: hardworking teachers (who were willing to wade 
through long lists of rules and explanations and had to become creative in their teaching), students (who came to extra rehearsals 
and camps and entered into that creative spirit), and supportive parents who had fun with us, eating our òOlympic Canteenó 

lunches together, and watching the kids play music games, perform, and compete. 

Teachers report that since the festival, students are already talking about ònext year!ó Well, we may not do it again quite that 
soon (Whew!) but we will definitely be thinking about 2012! In the meantime, I hope everyone will get to continue this kind of 

great team-work in our studios! That will surely make happy gold-medal-winners of us all! 

Submitted by Sally Buxton 

P.S. I want to give special thanks to Newman University for graciously allowing us to use their beautiful facilities, and to those on the Music 
Olympics Committee, who were so gracious and thoughtful to work with! The game time was a highlight of the day (Laura Vollen) and the 

lunches were beautifully presented and gratefully received (Joanne Ehrlich). And the day had special meaning due to the awards and treats, T-
shirts and programs (designed by Natalie Wickham) made possible by our sponsors who responded to the gracious letter Natalie wrote: Bethel 
College, Senseney Music (and Lori Supine, a judge for us), Cargill Corporation, Mid-America Piano, the WSU Fine Arts Institute, and the 

Wichita Arts Council. 

òMy students had a blast preparing for and 

participating in the Music Olympics! It was so 

motivating and Iõm planning to use some of 

the same activities throughout this next year 

to help them continue to develop their skills 

in different areas. What an inspiring event!ó  

�²Natalie Wickham 


