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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT &Y NATALIE WICKHAM, NCTM

November 14, Informal
Several years ago one of aryd would be eager to proskein and adeptly handled helCoffee and Chat
students presented me wittlaim that | am a master cavechet hook as she demon- D ber 20 Christ
a beautiful scarf for Christehet artist were it not for strated the stitch for me. At ecember £U, Lhristmay
mas. It had been hand  one thing. You see, | only that moment | was struck by Recitals
crocheted by her mother admbw how to do one stchthe realization that with a bit january 16,Board Meet-
I implored hertoteachmet he s ame st ioftionéandeffortd couidb '”irtlga S
how to make one myself. mother taught me more theome skilled in implementing
She patiently walked me three years ago. Oh sure, this stitch into my own cro-
through the steps and withirere was the couple monthdret pr oj ect
a few minutes | had the bdsitade a foray into hats, bioly have to rip some rows qut
stitch down. Over the nextit was shotived and | before it was mastered, bu
several months | found myguickly returned to my lonendoubtedly the end result
self crocheting row after st i t ¢ h. | t 0 swodldesbewell woehrthe risk n d
row of yarn into scarves asdmfortable. And safe. | involved in launching into the
often tearing out huge secknow that when | use it, mynfamiliar.
tions to start over becauseblanket_s will turn out_weII.I am struck by the parallel
the rows became uneven br fact, it hardly requires apy . : .

. . . tween this enlightening
the stitches were inconsiseffort at all anymore. | kno(gx( . .

) . perience and teaching. |
tent. Finally | felt like | hadthere are tons of other . :

. ) we are not deliberately taking
mastered the scarf designstitchesdouldlearn, but | . President's
. steps to learn new things and

and promoted myself into was perfectly content to trv new aoproaches in our | | Letter
making baby blankets. Nokeep whipping off my own Y bp

the projects required mordamiliar blankets. Until Ias%ﬁ% Cmre]gr;’\{eof ggigsl\?vﬂétf?sl

yarmn and more time, Wednesday. familiar and what requires th

bsuet: t\;]vgslovgir;? get? My student Isabella sat in keast effort. We keep using
light on chairin'hnyrs}udio h%ndil the same method books be-
faces when I pre- cméﬁe_tl ga cotoftul' staffcause we knovathem fqrw 'K MTA ConFER. 4
sented them Withd uring he r bandobaickveand ansl weplike hmE(RICE REPORT
my hand lesson. When it was time f@sults they produce. We
her lesson, | asked if | coukgep teaching the same reperEvENTS 5
crocheted blan-¢ o\ oy sh kingoire b we know ex-
kets as a gift fogeew at she was workingoire because we know e
their precious n. She showed me h_er actly where all the trouble
newborns work of art and | was in avepots are and because the
" The stitches were beautifypieces sound flashy and i
| 6 ve mMudhemore intricate than pressive. We keep structuring
many my plain little stitch. | our lessons the same way we
such begged her to show me halways have because it feels
blankets she did it. She quickly pulledmfortable and predictable.

now some more yarn from the
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Presidentds Letter, continued

That 6s why we al httend éhe riext WMMTA Informndd eohak iaspired me to try!

our lives. fee and chat at Wendyds studio ¢r t

. first step toward pursuing national

We need other teachers and experletR&ta . ; ; . .

o fiification or spending some time orNatalie Wickham, NCTM
that open ourheyeshto the p0|SSthI|tI)ty ﬁﬁe looking for szun acq[ivity to help a
new approaches, that reveal the bea :

. . gling student. The resources toda

of seeing students rgach hlghe_‘r_ Ieve?S'rié{?:ountless! But the question is, Are WMMTA\
musical understanding and ability thXW willing to take the risk? To try’
we thought possible, that teach us hS omet hing youdve @{akingﬁdifference bef

to incorporate fresh ideas into our
teaching. It may come in the form offgo break out of the comfortable and

brilliant idea gleaned from the pIetho(%rSl'ga;;;% e)g%lo;ﬁ dpoglsjlrbél,:ﬂgz;?sato ne
of practice resources on howtoprac- Y y

. you ai
tise.com or in a helpful suggestion gl sical heights? 5

by a workshop presenter or in a thougfdar one, am excited about the possi- oo
-provoking statementread inanartidiei | i t i es. I wonodt
or in a handy teaching tip sharedbylmasi ¢ cr ochet st
colleague in casual conversation. Penined that my next blanket will consist
haps it will mean carving time out to of the beautiful new stitch that Isabella

CERTIFICATION CORNER

Congratulations to Laura Vollen an@dégsn | have a music education dégegarfr@acker Dasmarais, NCTM
Dasmarais who are new NCTMs, Natedabyt my main instrument was clarBet.¢ o mi ng a Nat i

nal

Certified Teachers of Music! Followheglglayed and taught piano throughdusic was a very rewarding and wo“hwhile

their comments about the learning pracdéss of g e I j ust pdrocds@lile at tgnestthe amodne af
being certified. If you have not certifiegiiirements for the first part | had firfibdebd seemed very overwhelming
pl ease contact Meatlgtherdegred Hwas the next phasSdjdtatbeirsy attunwe to all ¢he deta
eager to help you! really learned a lot from. | would recammpnevetd my thinking and teach-
to anyone who is pursuing certificatiamyt\JjdMTA teachers are very fortur

oeke .
| can n
s great

ate to

Sylvia Coats, NCTM, Continuing Edyj t h t he port f ol have mapytesoaroes to éasecthis press, br

Laura Vollen, NCTM | learned putting all that together. It whgling many certified teachers and t

OWhen | started UG mMerg meanngiul gnd educatidyaliopajeertification Chair, Dr. Sylvig

really had no idea what | was doingmﬁﬂigf\lﬁigg teise most challenging (@oatsl. was \{ery grateful to have thes
saying something since now | am c%ﬁégﬁ?lg lesson plans. | had alwaysplawesdvailable when | needed to ¢

wanted to do this because my piang%llj%?gqgs but not in such detail. It thatlygh the many steps of the proce

really growing and | wanted to havenibe N e d my eyes t examspke ef asphcifindpaiment, owf

official recognition of my piano teacﬁﬁ%)mplishing with my students. | reafigwier to a questiook the process very

plan my lessons now with more detadlovibkss develop my documents ove

he form

b re-
ort

S, see ¢
hdan o

regular notes at the end of the day stinedrhis helped me to become morg confi-

look at them the next week and plandssadrdmy approach to teaching andfto un-

i ngly. I dm very derstanddhe trequirementehetidragg] i s h

process and look forward to mentorinthreteastiers to pursue National Ceftificatio

applicant f or c¢ e becaudeitwilbopen many dbors to fyrther
your professional development and tg help y«
become a better eac
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WMMTA MEETING MINUTES, OcTtoBER 17, 2008

The Wichita Metropolitan Music Teachers Association board met on Friday, October 17, 2008, 12:00 p.m. at Senseney|Music
Co. Those present were: Natalie Wickham, Laura Vollen, Wendy Stevens, Sylvia Coats, Margaret Dietz, Sally Buxton, Hara
Alumbaugh, Megan Desmarais, and Karen Wagner. Natalie called the meeting to order at 12:05. Lori Supinie, Presideft of
Senseney, and DeeAnn Diller and Bobby Edwards attended the beginning of the meeting sharing that Senseney wouldfost
KMTA, Friday and Saturday, June7 2009. Tony Caramia and Brenda Dillon are presenters for KMTA and Lori is intereged

in using WMMTA to present classes. Wendy has offered to present a class on composition. DeeAnn told us about a peqagogy
workshop with Helen Smith Tarchalski Wednesday, October 22, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The minutes were previously ap-
proved through e mail. Natalie presented a $500 grant from KMTA for the World Music Festival.

Treasurer's ReportLaura purchased Quick Books and set up our account with Sunflower Bank. Laura gave us a written freas-
urer's report. Sylvia asked about the time span of this report. Laura reported that it is from August 8 to the preBeat time
Festival Account has a balance of $1,574.57 and the Main Account has a balance of $3,310.53. AGO paid for an advejgisement
in our newsletter.

Programg Joanne was unable to attend but reported to Natalie that the programs have been going well. The next Coffef/Chat
will be at Wendy's home, Friday, November 14. The Christmas Recital will be at Newman University Saturday, Decembpr 20.
We are to email or call Carole Pracht to request time slots for our students. Laura reported an incorrect contest dagarin the y
book. It is April 4 instead of April 11. Margaret suggested including this correction in our newsletter.

Officers- Wendy will head up the nominating committee that Natalie appoints in January. She is open to volunteers for the

Worl d Treasures in Old Town. Students wil/l receive a |[[pass
passport as they visit different activity booths. There will be a fee which includes access to the museum, with one free gues
Other norperforming guests may enter the museum for $2.00. Megan asks for any ideas for world music activities. Stugent
performers must play music representative of another country or culture other than the USA. Ensembles are encouragef be-
cause of a limited time factor. Megan would like to know resources of world instruments to borrow or contacts for demojgstra-
tions. The flyer and schedule will be included in the next newsletter and posted on the website.
Wendy suggested setting the ticket price at $10. kbn- edjch a
fusing about guests. The museum has a Clavinova we may use and Natalie suggested asking Senseney or one of the dther piar
dealers for an acoustic piano with advertisements for their store. What can we do to help? Brainstorm activities andvdesjgn h
they are to be set up. If you have an instrument from another country and can demonstrate it, please let Megan know. Ljaura
suggested that students may dress up to represent the country from which they were playing music. Registration for the] event
will open in January.

Continuing Ed- Sylvia reported that Megan and Laura are now Nationally Certified Teachers. Sylvia asked them to writé
about their experiences and include it in the newsletter.

Referralsi Margaret asked if anyone had openings for students. Does anyone travel to students' homes? WMMTA has gn ad-
vertisement in the Feist Phone Book.

Libraryi Sally had no report at this time.

Historiani Paige asks (by way of Natalie) that we continue sending pictures to document our history.
Newsletteli Kara was given commendations for a job well done on the newsletters. She reminded everyone that the degdline
for newsletter input is next Friday, October 24.

various positions.
Festivals Megan is working to put together the World Festival for Maré) Z009. This will take place at the Museum of

Regarding the KMTA Conference next June: Wendy will offer a session on composition. All agreed that if we offer a godqd
variety of sessions we could attract more teachers. Attendance in Lindsborg was eibteatthers. Wendy suggested a ses
sion on incorporating web sites into our teaching, keying in to where students are right now. They have ipods, MP3cplaygrs, e
Laura has software organized in levels including games, Music Ace, etc. Some go along with the Faber series. Reviving the
Gi zmos and Gadgmitnsuttehte npcameist hi sibappeal ing to most teaffher
be a great source for visiting teachers. We need to check summer hours. Wendy suggested a Welcome Packet from WMMTA
to give teachers. Wendy tentatively agreed to spearhead the Welcome Packet initiative once Natalie has a chancerto tafk to Lo
and run the idea by her.

Natalie would like to schedule another Vision Meeting. The last one was four years ago and the festival themes are neafing an
end. We need to look aheadhat do we feel is most valuable about WMMTA? Wendy suggests we setyeav §oals. We

will extend our next board meeting for a Vision Meeting, send ideas to Natalie, and purchase lunch possibly from Creatjye Ca-
tering/Cheryl Smith. Kathy Fehrmann is interested in ways to mentor other teachers. Natalie moved to adjourn the meefjng.
Margaret seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned at 1:30. Respectfully, Karen Wagner ‘
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KMTA Conference Report By Judy Harrison

Wasnot the KMTA conf erlenlygoetogoon Saturdag, sub rext gme wioust lgere dutip
move my lessons so | can attend bothdagso unt Sat u M tharg wee so nany di¢edhingstalaout iﬂnd ay

| é (--goj} to see the dawn and the red orb of the sun as it rose over the beautiful Kansas fields of

2hgot to hear a great article on NPR rliabhiughtbaknemd-
ries of when | performed in the huge WSU production of it which was held in the big concert Radbag€CEiibgonl
starred in the main rdlevas in the street chorus.

(3)-got to reconnect with teachers | see only every couple of years plus meet hew ones.
(4)dgot to hear two good Kansas teachers present on improvisation and accompanists.

bwPtd

ilo.
Le

(5)-thoroughly enjoyed the enthusiastic personality of Carolyn True in her presentations which were mind exfjanding

ing. | really wish | had heard her concert Friday night!
(6)f heard some exciting contemporary music which Carolyn presented.

(70 heard a wonderful composition (moved me to tears) by a talented local composer, Miriam Overholt, an
formance of it by a piano quartet ensemble of piano, violin, violin and cello.

(81 heard Karen Schlabaugh from Bethel play the piano beautifully in the piano quartet.

a beau

(9% had a nice lunch in a very attractive fellowship hall at the Lutheran church nearby and enjoyed the Swedsh décc

raderie with other teachers.

(10¥1 enjoyed a delicious almond pastry in thefimaurming Wish | could have purchased some to take homd.

(11)-spent a lovely, quiet 15 minutes at the Sandzen Museum, drinking in the awesome art of Sandzen and
cially in the sale gallery near the entrance (terrific decorated gourds and@&gnepesitiend in books)..

(12)1 enjoyed the beautiful community of Lindsborg, the nice old houses and landscaping, the attractive and
main street.

(13)1 delighted in the Swedish crafts, books and art in the main two Swedish stores.

(147 got to see, in one of Lindsborg art galleries, the stunning photos which a local photographer provided
Geographic issue on Kansas one or two years ago.

Local Teacher Publishes Book of Christmas Arrangements

Wendy Stevens® new b é&lbikCalmfAll i€ Bisghiwsavaitabls for aur- S

chase at Sensettieydu are looking for some new energy and excitement in your Christma:s o%q £ :’;ﬁ,,v
year, this book is sure to please. 4 &:,’ ‘?f’

| » & &
Susan Paradis of Texas Wrhesarrangements range frévaaathighiazz arrangement of Angels B2 37 ¥
Heard on High and a foot dbmoithee Hall Hoedown, to absolutely spellbindingrathenBérak %
Midwinter, O Come, O Come, Eand3daoeNight, among othéast, every carol is given a styliSaed* “
different,topot ch arrangement, carefully thought out, a

DeeAnn BrownwritésSpi ce up your holi day s e a-known amndifavohte Girysare
sure to bring enjoyment to all!”

Go towww.wendyspianostudio.tmimear audio samples and to read other reviews.

pther ar

#ctive bt

Kor the I
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Fall Coffee and Chat

Wendy Stevens has invited us to her brand new hol
our next Informal Coffee and Chat. These informal ¢
erings are a great opportunity to sit, back, relax, mu
on light refreshments, get to know each other better
talk about whatever we want! Wendy has even agrg
play us some selections from her newly published Q
mas bookAll is Calm, All is Bright

Date:Friday, November 14, 2008

Time:10:00 a.m.

Location: 705 Hedgewood | Andover, KS 67002
Di

From Kellogg and Andover Road, go south on Andd
Road % mile till you get to Minn€hen east on Min-
neha and travel past the 2 lakes till you get to Stone
street.Turn right on Stonewo&lonewood dead ends

rections to Wendyds:

me f
yath-

br

nch
and
edt
hrist-

=)

Christmas Recital opportunity
Date: Sat. Dec. 20 all day

Location: Newman University DeMattias Perfg
ance Hall

Teachers may request student Christmas recitgal tit

throughout the day.

ver | The stage will be decorated and acoustic gran

available.

d piz

W00

q:or info: Contact Carole at prachtc@newmany.ed

USS

4N0

into HedgewoodVe ndy 6 s house is

@/

Studio Crawl

Date: Saturday, January 17, 2009
Time:1:00 pm
Locaton-Me et at Joanne Eh|rl
there.
Wedll tour the studiofs
Smith, Karen Ware and Karen Wagner. Supper| will
catered from a | ocal re

information to follow vianalil.

7 (?%552ﬂ15eC8”g ewood.
Looking to the Future
All WMMTA members are invited to be a part of the
next Vision Meeting and Luncheon. We will be revigiting
the goals set at our meeting four years ago and idgntify-
ing the direction that we want to head in the futurej This
will be a great opportunity to share ideas and suggstions
that will help us identify the most effective and effigient
ways to meet the needs of music teachers and stuglents in
the Wichita area. If you are looking for a way to et
i chhdrse hoplseggearipomd |t d rtolfne o
to attend!
of Nat aDate:€ridayiJankanyd6n2009An ne ]t a
be A 19000
staurant TII’QQ{.lZ.%@%.?Oé).rr]n. Wagner {s.
Location: Senseney Music, 2300 E. Lincoln
RSVPTo Natalie Wickham by Friday, January 9, 2009

at 2073134 onatalie@nataliespianostudio.com

Cost:approx8 (for the catered lunch; menu will bg
sent to those who RSVP for individual selection).|iyou
are welcome to bring your own lunch if you prefe

-



mailto:natalie@nataliespianostudio.com

C/O Kara Alumbaugh
2316 Fairchild
Wichita, KS 67219

W ERE ON THE W EB!
WWW .WMMTA .ORG

If you have a newaibaddress or are ng
receiving WMMimaiéupdates, please
your-enail address to Natalie at nata-
lie@nataliespianostudio.com Thanks

send

CODA
TEACHERS NEEDED

Please contact me if you have

FOR SALE
Beautiful Baldwin Upright

ARE YOU INTERESTED
IN BEING FEATURED IN
AN UPCOMING TEACHER

Piano
openings in your studio. SPOTLIGHT ARTICLE ?
20 years old
Margaret Dietz, referrals $500.00 Do you know someone who

7222554 owhd9@juno.com

WMMTA History

If you have pictures or otheYr
memorabilia from a

If interested, contact Gayle
Cox at 788288 or 258

earbook Correction

would make a good candi-
date?

7443.
Contact Kara Alumbaugh,

elanorkja@gmail.com

WMMTA event, please The date listed on page 5
share them with our histo- for Regional KSHSAA

State/So

rian, Paige Cress.
ANOT

jerrycress@sbcglobal.net

lo shouldAgil
April 11, 2009




